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READING INVESTIGATIONS NOW IN PROGRESS 

The Commonwealth Fund recently established a research 
committee and appropriated $100,000 to be expended during one 
year in educational research, with the understanding that like 
appropriations will be made in succeeding years if plans develop 
favorably. The method of operation of this committee is to select 
educational investigators in different institutions and to give 
them the necessary funds for carrying on research. 

The laboratory of the Department of Education of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago has contributed in recent years a number of 
notable studies in reading. The methods employed in making 
these studies are the method of testing pupils by standardized 
tests, and that of photographing the eyes of children and adults 
during the process of reading. So significant are the results that 
have already been secured that the Commonwealth Fund has 
subsidized the investigations by a subvention of $15,000 for the 
current year. 

Several regular members of the staff of the School of Education 
are devoting part of their time during the year to special researches 
along these lines. In addition, several advanced students have 
been employed to carry forward these investigations under the 
supervision of members of the faculty. 

Dean William S. Gray will give half of his time during the 
autumn and winter quarters to a detailed study of individual 
difficulties in reading. He will be assisted in this work by Miss 
Laura Lucas, a member of the Faculty of the University Elementary 
School, who will give her entire time to the investigation. The 
plan is to secure a considerable number of poor readers, to diagnose 
their difficulties carefully, and to provide appropriate remedial 
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instruction in each case. From detailed studies of individual 
difficulties, it is hoped to secure a clearer insight into the problems 
and technique of diagnostic and remedial work, a tentative organi- 
zation and description of the types of difficulties which children 
encounter in reading, and detailed information concerning methods 
and devices for securing improvement when pupils encounter 
particular difficulties. 

A second division of the investigation, which is being conducted 
by Dr. Buswell, is concerned with the different types of eye- 
movements which appear when certain variations in the conditions 
of reading are introduced. Specifically he is investigating (i) the 
effect upon reading habits of materials of different character, (2) 
the effect of changes in the directions or purposes of reading, 
(3) the relation of degree of difficulty of the material read to eye- 
movement habits, (4) the character of eye-movement habits in 
the reading of Latin, French, and German, and (5) the behavior 
of the eyes in scanning, reading maps, charts, and statistical 
tables, where both horizontal and vertical movements are involved. 

A third division of the investigation, which will be carried on 
by Professor Judd, deals with the different stages of maturity in 
reading exhibited by pupils in the elementary school and high 
school. It is evident that the early stages of reading, when pupils 
are mastering the mechanics of reading, are very different in char- 
acter from the later stages at which they are fluent and independent 
in the use of books. The changes which mark these different 
periods will be investigated, and definitions of the exact character- 
istics of each period will be sought. 



